Synthesis Essay 

Objective:


Write an essay that synthesizes themes and ideas from the texts we have read 

this unit.

Procedure:

1. Review theme chart, novel, short stories, articles

2. Choose ONE theme that you find in your novel AND three other pieces.

3. Create a Writing Plan (with thesis)
4. Write your four body paragraphs

5. Write your introduction/conclusion

6. Revise/Edit your draft
7. Turn in polished copy

Points:

1. Theme chart – 10 points (practice)

2. Writing Plan (with thesis)– 10 points (practice)

3. Four body paragraphs – 40 points (practice)

4. Introduction/Conclusion – 20 points (practice)

5. Revising/Editing – 10 points (practice)

6. Polished Copy – 50 points (ASSESSMENT)

Requirements:

1. Engaging introduction

2. Internal citations

3. Smooth transitions

4. Effective conclusion

5. Correct appositives

6. Double-spaced

7. Times New Roman

8. 12 point font

Grading:

Ideas (50%)
A. Clear and concise thesis
B. Well-chosen and integrated details
C. Sophisticated and engaging ideas

Organization (30%)
A. Interesting introduction and satisfying conclusion
B. Smooth and effective transitions
C. Natural and appropriate paragraphs

Voice/Choice (10%)
A. The reader feels a strong interaction with the writer.
B. The writer takes a risk by revealing who they are and what they think.
C. The writing makes you think about and react to the author's point of view.

D. Words are specific, precise, and appropriate.
E. Powerful words provide energy for the paper.

Sentence Fluency/Conventions (10%)
A. Varied sentence structure and length demonstrate conscious planning.
B. The sentences are rhythmic and graceful.

C.  Punctuation and spelling do not detract from the piece.

